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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

This time of year is filled with the joys of the 
holiday season in all corners of the district. 
Generosity abounds with programs in every 
school to help the neediest in our community. 
Kudos to students, teachers and parents who 
participate each year! In November, we 
celebrated our servicemen and women during our 
Veteran’s Day activities. The ceremonies 
commemorated the service and sacrifice of those 
who protected our freedoms. During these 
celebrations, we had the honor of sharing time 
with parents, grandparents and relatives who 

have served in the military for our country.   

 

The 2019-2020 budget development process has 
begun with discussions at committee level 
meetings scheduled in January and February. The 
budget will be prepared concurrently with 
preparations for the March 12, 2019, referendum. 
The referendum will raise funds to implement a 
full-day kindergarten program beginning in 
September of 2019. Passing the referendum will 
also allow us to maintain our program levels and 
class size. I encourage all stakeholders to visit the 
district website for the most updated 
communications on the referendum and for the 

opportunity to provide input.     

I would like to take this opportunity to share our 
Coffee with the Superintendent dates for the 
remainder of the year. Upcoming dates include 
January 8 at 9:00 a.m., March 6 at 7:00 p.m. and 
May 7 at 9:00 a.m. The meetings take place in 
the Board of Education Conference Room in the 

Township Municipal Building. All are welcome! 

 

On behalf of administrators, I would like to thank 
Dana Boguszewski, Deena Centofanti and Brett 
Cooper for their dedication to the Hillsborough 
Board of Education. Their combined 16 years on 
the Board include hundreds of volunteer hours 
serving on committees and attending board 
meetings. Their contributions have positively 
affected the education of the Hillsborough 

Township students.   

 

Finally, I would like to congratulate our four new 
Hillsborough Board of Education members, Lisa 
Maroun, incumbent Christopher Pulsifer and 
Jane Staats, who will serve three-year terms and 
Joyce Eldridge-Howard who will serve a one-
year term. The new board members will be 
sworn in at the January 7, 2019, Board of 
Education meeting. Welcome Lisa, Jane, Joyce 

and Chris!    

Asst. Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes & Mr. Roberto Lugo 

The World Language Classroom in 
Hillsborough 

Take a walk with us down the hallways of any 
Hillsborough school during a class period. Peek 
into the classrooms and you will see engaged 
students; some working in groups, others sitting in 
a circle immersed in discussion, still others hard at 
work completing their assignments. As you 
continue down the hallway, something sounds a 
little different. Looking into this particular 
classroom, you see the students talking to one 
another. As the sound of what they are saying 
envelops you, you begin to realize, “They are 

speaking in another language!” You see that the 
teacher is circulating around the classroom with 
a clipboard, taking notes as s/he listens in on the 
conversations that are taking place. Welcome to 
the world language classroom in Hillsborough - a 
place where students become active users of 
their language of study and are immersed in its 

culture and practices! 

 

It is the contention of Helena Curtain and Carol 
Ann Dahlberg, in their book Languages and 

(Continued on page 11) 

https://www.htps.us/board_of_education/investing_in_our_future/recent_presentations


“Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful committed citizens can 
change the world. Indeed it is the only 
thing that ever has.”   Margaret Mead 

 

Amsterdam School continued its focus on 
our character education goal to “Rock 
Kindness!” On Wednesday, November 21, 
our school participated in our monthly pep 
rally where students were given the 
opportunity to express their gratitude to 
those who serve in the military and our 
veterans. We did this in part by 
participating in the “100,000 Thank Yous” 
initiative sponsored by FM 94.7. At the 
assembly we revealed that we supported 
this initiative by adding 582 letters to the 
collection. 

 

Mrs. Joan Krahn, 3rd grade teacher, 
shared with the assembly the role her 
daughter, Lindsay, plays as an active Air 
Force Captain. A special thank you was 
extended to Mr. Tom Arcati, instructional 
aide, for his service as a 2nd Class Petty 
Officer in the Navy. Additionally, we 

extend a special thank you to our 
honored guests Master Sergeant 
Kimberly Kaminski, Sergeant Justin 
McBeth, and Sergeant Tyler Tellez. 
Amsterdam School is grateful to all 
those who serve and were honored to 
express this through our letters and 
this special tribute. 

 

Amsterdam students learned all about 
their hearts and raised money for The 
American Heart Association by 
participating in the Kids Heart 
Challenge. Using their basketball skills 
and generous hearts our students 
jumped to great heights for this worthy 
cause. We doubled our goal and raised 
$5,100 for the American Heart 
Association.  

 

There was lots of excitement in 2nd 
grade recently. Embracing the new 
social studies curriculum, 2nd grade 
students took a trip around the world 
during their Multicultural Fair on Friday, 
November 30. In a culminating activity 
for their social studies unit on culture 
and history, students selected a 
country of their family's ancestry to 

research. They created a tri-fold 
poster board project which included 
t h e i r  c o u n t r y ' s  f l a g  a n d 
map. Students researched topics 
related to geography, culture/
traditions, education, language, and 
communication. Parents attended 
the event and our students did a 
wonderful job articulating all that 
they had learned. 

 

Mr. Miller, our music teacher, 
highlighted our 2nd grade students 
in the first music concert of the 
school year. With a dinosaur theme, 
students impressed the audience 
with musicality and their knowledge 
of dinosaurs. They were able to 
entertain the crowd with wonderful 
singing, one liners, and some fancy 
dance moves. It was a great 
performance by all. 

 

Amsterdam School is proud of all 
they have accomplished in 2018.   
Amsterdam Eagles are looking 
forward to soaring to new heights in 
2019. 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

and spent the day visiting classes, reading 
to the younger students, leading an 
emergency drill, and securing our upcoming 
science assembly among other “principal” 
activities.  

 
On November 
21, the 3rd 
g r a d e 
s t u d e n t s 
practiced the 
d e m o c r a t i c 
process by 
arguing for a 
d i f f e r e n t 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
m e a l  o n 

Thanksgiving. Lobbyists argued for fish or 
turkey, and classes voted to determine the 
final outcome. The process included 
lessons about the branches of the 
government, the role of a free press, and 
the importance of citizens’ votes.  
 
Several students in Mrs. Jetts’ class 
presented their persuasive writing skills by 
preparing and presenting speeches to Ms. 
Eckstein to convince her to allow the school 
to implement a larger scale recycling 
program. At the conclusion of the speeches, 
the students did such a great job that the 
school developed a new paper recycling 
program in the 3rd and 4th grade hallway. 
Students will have additional opportunities 
to work on their persuasive skills by 
presenting to the student body. 
 
In preparation for the Science/STEM Fair to 
be held on March 29, the school used the 
November election to vote on the t-shirt 
design for this year’s event. Congratulations 
go out to the t-shirt design winner, Sanvi in 
Grade 2. Second place goes to Ruby in 
Grade 4 and honorable mentions for Kylie 
(Grade 3), Evie (Grade 1), and Anay 
(Kindergarten). Thank you to parent 
volunteer Mrs. Stratchan, for her work on 
the t-shirt contest. Be sure to save the date, 
March 29, to join us for traditional Science 
Fair exhibits along with STEM experiences 
and friendly engineering competitions. More 
information to follow.  

This school year is already flying by, with first 
marking period behind us and second marking 
period well underway with excellent 
experiences, ongoing student learning, and 
many examples of success for our HES Stars. 
Thank you to the many parents who attended 
conferences this year, taking the opportunity to 
meet teachers, talk about their child’s progress, 
and get a peek inside the halls and classrooms 
of Hillsborough Elementary School.   

 
The months of 
N o v e m b e r  a n d 
December were filled 
with many holidays 
that are part of the 
u n i q u e  c u l t u r a l 
tapestry of our HES 
student body, allowing 

our students to learn about each other and the 
traditions that mean so much to them with a 
focus on gratitude and a wish for peace. On 
November 7, 4th grade student leaders Anwita 
and Aalya kicked off the 2018-19 season of 
gratitude by teaching our Stars about Diwali, 
the Hindu festival of light. With the help of our 
ESL classes, Anwita and Aalya prepared a 
presentation which included traditional songs 
and dances and emphasized the celebration of 
positivity over negativity. On December 17, ESL 
students Tony and Jazmin showed their chops 
on piano as their classmates sang along. At the 
end of the concert, ESL teachers Casandra 
Shannon and Betty Borto surprised their 
students and announced that they would be 
going on their very own field trip in January 
2019. The students will be going to The State 
Theatre of NJ to view a live performance of 
"The Very Hungry Caterpillar & Other Eric Carle 
Favorites." This will truly be an enriching 
experience, as they will be given the 
opportunity to make real-life connections with 
their favorite Eric Carle stories. Thank you, Mrs. 
Shannon, for applying for and winning the Field 
Trip Grant from Target! 
 
Among the prizes for the Fun Run was the 
opportunity for a student to become the 
Principal for the Day. Hooray for Jaime, who 
won by raising the most money for our new 
playground. Jaime worked hard to fulfill one of 
his dreams and to practice his leadership skills 
acting as our principal on November 13. He 
started his day with morning announcements 

Thank you to Ms. Keri Krawski for her 
work on the pajama drive. HES 
collected 14 pairs of pajamas for the 
drive sponsored by Scholastic, who has 
joined with the Pajama Program, and 
provides one book for every pair of 
pajamas collected to provide a comfy 
and cozy reading experience for 
children. Click here for more info.  
 
An HES Star shout-out to Mrs. 
Krempasky’s 4th grade class who 
opened our Character Counts assembly 
by creating and showing a video on 
generosity. They defined generosity for 
our youngest learners and, through their 
skits, provided our student body with 
ways to show generosity daily through 
simple gestures including sharing, 
caring and greeting everyone with “good 
morning” and a smile. Student leaders, 
Anwita and Aalya (also mentioned 
earlier), wrote and directed the video 
and engaged their whole class in this 
endeavor. Thank you Mrs. Krempasky’s 
class for being great role-models for 
their peers and promoting the 
importance of having a generous heart! 
 
We also celebrated our appreciation for 
each other and our gratitude for being a 
part of such a wonderful school when 
HES joined together for our school-wide 
pajama day and sing-along on 
December 21, led by our music teacher, 
Mrs. Sell. Between the cozy PJs, 
laughter, and great music, the HES 
students and staff joyfully gathered on 
their final day together of 2018! 
 
As the 
N e w 
Y e a r 
arrives, I 
w o u l d 
like to 
express my heartfelt thanks to the 
amazing Hillsborough Elementary 
school students, families, staff, and 
community.  I am so very grateful for 
being part of the HES Stars! 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/pajamadrive/
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

The Huskies and their families had a goal 
to raise $15,000 for the HSA to help fund 
the “Cool the School” incentive. The 
students and their families surpassed their 
goal and raised over $18,000. WOW! The 
Run for Fund committee challenged the 
students and staff by providing a FUN 
fundraising opportunity that would enrich 
students with fitness, instill school spirit, 
and empower students to fulfill their goals. 
Due to the inclement weather, the Run for 
Fund event was held indoors, but no rain 
could stop the Huskies. Each grade level 
participated in the run in the gymnasium. 
Students and staff were moving and 
grooving for 20 minutes to reach their 
fitness goals. Additionally, throughout the 
day, the students rotated through four 
activities, each one lasting ten minutes. 
Students worked as a team to complete a 
challenge. Teamwork cannot capture this 
beautiful activity that came together. With 
the help of the High School wood-tech 
teacher, Eric Rosenthal and his students, 
a giant Husky paw was created. After 
guiding his students 
through the process of 
cutting an oval and 
odd shaped piece of 
p l y w o o d ,  M r . 
Rosenthal confidently 
handed the project 
over  to  N ico le 
Wasylak, and Justin 
Zinger. Nicole took the 
lead and guided her 
classmates to make 
the Huskies a giant 
paw for their Run for 

The National Day of Writing 
Ask a Sunnymead student about the National 
Day of Writing and they will probably tell you 
about the stage in the Sunnymead cafeteria. 
That’s where, each year, Mr. Dlugacz (Art 
Teacher) and Mrs. Purdy (ASI) transform the 
stage into a whole new world that sparks the 
students’ curiosity, encourages young writers 
to think outside of the classroom, and explores 
their imagination. In years past, the theme has 
been a winter wonderland, a tropical 
rainforest, or an underwater oasis. This year 
however, a different vision emerged for the 
students; a fairytale forest.  
 
Complete with Rapunzel’s flowing hair, Hansel 
and Gretel’s candy house, and a giant from 
Jack and the Beanstalk, this year’s stage did 
not disappoint the kids and their parents who 
look forward to this every year. Students from 
Pre-K through 4th grade were greeted with a 
visual treat. They came in to observe, and sit 
down quietly with a good ol’ fashioned pencil 
and paper to write stories of their own 
choosing. The results were amazing! As noted 
by so many of the teachers, this stage allows 
the children, not only to enjoy the visual 
splendor, but to use their own imaginations to 
create terrific and unique stories. In many 
cases, classes came back to the stage over 
and over again to write and explore. 
 
Sunnymead is grateful for the support from the 
parents and staff to turn the National Day of 
Writing into an amazing experience for all.  
 
Teamwork Makes the Dreamwork 
Teamwork makes the Dreamwork was the 
theme for the Sunnymead community recently. 

Fund project. The Paw was then primed 
for the special activity. By the end of the 
Run day, all students at Sunnymead 
School put their own “paw print” on the 
board. Each student made a thumb print 
on the giant paw to create the most 
beautiful rainbow anyone could imagine. 
The paw print is being lacquered so it can 
be mounted on the exterior of the 
Sunnymead School near the front door. 
On December 7, the students and staff 
presented their rainbow paw to the 
principal, Dr. Jenkins. She was 
overwhelmed with its beauty and story. 
Teamwork does make the Dreamwork! 
 
Veterans Assembly 
In November, we honored our 
Sunnymead Veterans and their families. 
The courageous men and women who 
served our country were recognized at 
our school-wide First Friday assembly. 
Mrs. Levinski organized this special event 
honoring each branch of the military with 
Mrs. Damiano leading students in singing 
patriotic songs and offering words of 
gratitude for their service! The assembly 
was followed by a lovely breakfast where 
veterans gathered together with their 
families and shared memories with the 
students of their time in the service. To 
personally recognize all of our special 
guests, students designed beautiful thank 
you posters and wrote letters of thanks. It 
was truly a privilege to be able to honor 
our Sunnymead Veterans!        
   

(Continued on page 11) 
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Triangle Elementary School—Ms. Barbara Golden, Acting Principal 

her work with students and the 
community to provide education and 
assistance with children of autism. Tori 
is a rock star! Look for her on social 

media!  

 

Triangle is on the way to creating our 
Library Media Center of the Future! It’s 
been three long years of fundraising by 
our fabulous Home and School 
Association but finally on Thursday 
November 8, we got the first delivery!   
Our new library media center is 
a m a z i n g !  H e a d i n g  u p  t h i s 
transformation has been our librarian, 
Taysha Gateau-Barrera. She has been 
working hard and it has paid off with a 
new circulation desk, reading lounge 
furniture, tech hub and flexible learning 
commons—it’s a game changer for 
Triangle! The students love the new 
look and especially our reading nook. 
Anything can happen here—thank you 

Triangle Home and School! 

  

Also in November, as we enjoyed 
meeting all the families for Parent/
Teacher Conferences, our students 
enjoyed PacMan during their physical 
education time! PacMan is held twice a 
year and is the creation of Ron 
Peschen and Brian Caudill, our 
physical education teachers. With the 
help of a number of staff and 
custodians, this year we transformed 

Triangle School has had an amazing year 
so far! In November, we pulled out all the 
stops to hold our 10th Anniversary 
Veterans Day Assembly! This was an 
outstanding effort of our entire community 
under the guidance of Amy Casale, Kathy 
Cornell, Maggie Krick, and with the help of 
just about every student, teacher and our 
fabulous custodial crew. We decorated 
every wall, every door and the entire 
gymnasium in addition to throwing a 
fabulous breakfast for our honored 
veterans and guests. The Somerset 
County Prosecutor’s Pipes and Drums, 
members of the HHS Chorale, and the 
HMS Band also joined us to pay tribute to 
the 47 veterans who have close ties to our 
Triangle family. Our Triangle veterans 
include moms, dads, grandfathers, and 
spouses—even a WWII veteran, whose 
grace is unmatched. HMS trumpeter Eric 
Duma played Taps to honor three special 
veterans who are no longer with us and 
finally, our students sang a beautiful song 
called “We Give Thanks” to our veterans. 
It was a very moving celebration of our 

military families.  

Another wonderful milestone we are 
celebrating here at Triangle is honoring 
the Somerset County Teacher of the 
YEAR! Our very own Tori Wargo, teacher 
of Autism, won the County Teacher of the 
Year and we could not be more proud! 
Just recently she received a call from 
Governor Murphy to congratulate her for 

the gym into a Circus, complete with 
big tent, animals and lights... 
Students love finding their way 
through this activity. Part of our 
character education program this 
year  a t  Tr iang le  i s  “Be ing 
Responsible,” so during all of our 
monthly assemblies, classes can 
earn a little extra time at PacMan for 

modeling good behavior. 

 

Last week, every Triangle student 
had a coding experience with the 
Hour of Code! Thanks to Amy Mele, 
our computer resource teacher, who 
developed a coding lesson and 
activity for every grade level, all of our 
students had an opportunity to try 
their hand at “dancing to code.”  Even 
our kindergarteners learned how to 
use a ‘repeat block’ and everyone got 

to practice their dance moves. 

 

We are always grateful for the 
partnership with our Triangle parents 
and this year is no different. We 
closed the calendar year with two 
assemblies, holiday parties, and a 
school-wide Sing-A-Long, complete 
with Pajama Day and a surprise 
teacher performance or two!  We 
wish all of our Triangle families a safe 

and peaceful winter break!  

 

https://twitter.com/ViktoriaWargo
https://twitter.com/ViktoriaWargo


In preparation for the cold weather of 
winter, Woodfern staff and students 
actively seek to create warm wishes. 
Woodfern continued its tradition of a Giving 
Tree this holiday season. Each year, we 
ask families to give what they can so others 
who are less fortunate may also enjoy 
some holiday joy. As families made 
donations, snowflakes were added to our 
Giving Tree located in the main 
office. Before winter break, these donations 
were distributed to needy families within 

the Woodfern community.   

 

In addition to helping fellow Woodfern 
families, our students also wanted to help 
people in the larger community. For weeks 
leading up to the holidays, Woodfern 
students worked to collect pajamas. Our 
kindergarten through 4th grade students, 
teachers, and staff members donated pairs 
of brand-new pajamas as part of the 
Scholastic Reading Club Great Pajama 
Drive. Woodfern sent the pajamas to 
Scholastic and the company matched each 
set of donated pajamas with a book as part 
of the 10th Annual Great Bedtime Story 

Pajama Drive. 

 

Woodfern’s pajama drive, now in its 5th 
year, was initiated by our 3rd grade 
teachers with the goal of supporting 
children in need. The 3rd grade “class 
governors” have taken on this project and 
have grown it from its inception at the 
school five years ago. The governors 
advertise the drive, collect and organize the 
donations, and pack the pajamas to ship to 

Scholastic. 

 

The pajamas and books are donated to the 
Pajama Program, a nonprofit organization 
that provides new pajamas and books to 
children in need. The organization works 
with over 3,600 receiving organizations 
nationwide including group homes, foster 

care and social service organizations, 
shelters, Head Start programs, and 

others. 

 

On Tuesday, December 11, students 
at Woodfern School had a Cultural 
Celebration on Las Posadas during 
their Spanish class periods. Students 
from K-4 enjoyed the celebration as 
they went through a series of stations. 
There were games, songs, and 
activities including the piñata. Students 
actively used the Spanish that they 
have acquired during their first two 
marking periods.  Along with the 
games, students enjoyed singing a 
variety of holiday songs in Spanish, 
and dancing the salsa. This was a 
clear demonstration that the students 

are developing communicative 

competences in Spanish. 

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

Woods Road students participated in the 
Hour of Code during the week of 
December 3-14, in celebration of 
Computer Science Education Week. All 
3rd and 4th grade students learned about 
computer coding during their library time.  
Students used the website www.code.org 

and worked with Kodable. 

  

Throughout the month, parents came in to 
teach the students about the holiday 
traditions of Diwali, Hanukkah, Christmas, 
and Kwanzaa. Students read books and 
asked questions about the holidays and 

traditions. A fun time was had by all! 

 

With the holiday season upon us, Woods 
Road organized its 2nd Annual Giving 
Tree! Year after year, as November and 
December approach, we all tend to get 
wrapped up in the hustle and bustle that 
the holiday season brings. Woods Road 
wanted to find a way to help those in our 
community who need some additional 

assistance during the holiday season. 

 

Agape House is an emergency housing 
program that provides temporary housing, 
necessities such as clothing and 
transportation, child enrichment, and 24-
hour staff support to families. Agape 
House is located in Somerville and is a 
wonderful shelter that provides hope to 
those in need. By participating with Agape 
House, Woods Road was able to help out 
our very own neighbors who may not be 
able to provide for themselves or their 
children with gifts and needed items 

during this time of year. 

 

The coordinators at Agape House asked 
each member currently residing in their 
residence for particular items on their own 
wish lists. Items ranged from gift cards, 
toiletries, clothing, books, children’s toys, 
etc. This list was then provided to Woods 
Road School and we created The Giving 
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Tree that was decorated with gift tags 
that showed the age, gender, and item 
requested of a particular person at the 
Agape House. The gifts were then 
collected at the school, wrapped, and 
picked up by The Agape House on 
December 13. We are proud to report 
that all 100 tags wishes from the 
Giving Tree were fulfilled! The Agape 
House was overwhelmed by the 
generosity and kindness that our 
Woods Road families and faculty 

showed in their contributions. 

 

The Character Education Committee 
spread warmth this holiday season by 
holding a winter clothing drive. Items 
collected were new and/or gently used 
coats, hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, 
and boots. ranging in size from infant 
to adult XXL. The collection ran from 
December 1-20. Items were donated 
to HomeFront NJ. Learn about the 
drive on our latest WRS News Now 
Broadcast. Thank you to all who 
donated and a special thank you to Mr. 
McLaughlin for delivering the coats to 

HomeFront!  

 

We were so humbled to be able to 
share and give back to those in our 
community who may need some hope 
and joy at this time of year. Giving 
back is truly the best lesson that we 
can share amongst all of our children 

here at Woods Road!  

 

O u r  3 r d 
g r a d e r s 
performed in 
front of a 
packed house 
on December 
11, as well as 
performed a 
school-wide 
d r e s s 

rehearsal for all students and staff. 
The theme of the concert was "Gifts"  
which included a variety of holiday 
songs, as well as a performance 
using Orff instruments. It was a 
wonderful way to showcase holiday 

spirit within our school community.  

 

On December 21, we held our 5th 
Annual School-Wide Holiday Sing-a-
Long which was led by Mr. Steege 
and Mrs. Levash. Students sang a 
variety of holiday songs. Classroom 
parties were held on December 20 
where students celebrated by making 

crafts and had yummy treats! 

  

On behalf of the Woods Road School 
family, I wish you a very Happy 
Holiday Season and a Happy New 
Year!  May you enjoy the company of 

your family and friends! 

  

Woods Road School….is cool! 

 

http://www.code.org
https://www.kodable.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dY_E9hBHA1Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dY_E9hBHA1Y


Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

Liesl Winchell, Hosanna Negami, 
Maya Ashok, Veydaant Ravi, Aiden 

Tighe 

Operation Shoe Box NJ  

Thank you to all who were able to 
donate items to our Operation Shoe 
Box project. In total, ARIS was able to 
assemble 16 boxes of goods that will 
go overseas to military personnel. 
Along with the items collected, ARIS 
also stepped up to donate enough 
funds to ship the items abroad. In fact, 
students earned three special 
incentives for reaching fundraising 
goals: Camo Spirit Day, Superhero 
Day, and Mr. Carey colors his hair pink 

day!   

 

Thank you to the Auten Road Gives 
Back Club for all of your efforts. Thank 
you also to Ms. Moltane, Ms. Morgan, 
and Ms. Battikha for all of your time 
and efforts to coordinate this special 

outreach project for our school! 

 

Hoops for Heart  

Congratulations and a big THANK 
YOU to all of our students and families 
who participated in our annual Hoops 
for Heart campaign. This year Auten 
Road raised over $11,000 for the 
American Heart Association. As a 
reminder, each dollar raised helps to 
fund research, programs, and 
education to our nation’s number one 
and number three killers—heart 
disease and stroke. Hoops for Heart is 
a program that promotes physical 

Safety Patrol Honored at BOE Meeting 
At the November 12 Board of Education 
meeting, the ARIS Safety Patrol was 
highlighted during a segment titled 
“Spotlight on Students.” The student 
group shared the efforts it has made to 
help keep ARIS safe. A big THANK YOU 
to all the members of this year’s safety 
patrol (list below). Thank you also to Ms. 
Bryan-Ashwell and Ms. Young for serving 

as advisors to students.  

 

6A—Morgan Benosky, Lindsey Buisson, 
Harini Chelladurai, Aleksandra Dybas, 
Erin Everett, Milaap Gupta, Mara 
McHugh, Ryan Nurse, Reyhaan Patel, 
Shravan Prasanth, Mary Reilly, Reya 

Varun, Zoey Yu 

 

6B—Sahar Alidina, Ritija Bhargava, Lisa 
Bouchatt, Ria Chandola, Adam 
Fidziukiewicz, Laurina Guo, Ethan Hack, 
Jhanavi Jalagam, Alaap Joshi, Elijah 
Mathai, Sahithya Panamgipalli, Krish 

Vyas, Aryan Anaspure  

 

6C—Emily Albert, Isheeta Chadha, Abigail 
Corner, Nayana Downing, Cora Durso, 
Alexa Gibson, Jasai Howard, Ritvik 
Rattehalli, Zia Shah, Palak Suryawanshi, 

Chaitanyaa Vyas, Nihar Tantry  

 

6D—Terissa Alex, Grace Cao, Thomas 
Frazzetto, Parth Halani, Leanna Joju, 
Himani Kharod, Matthew Majewski, 
Charlotte McLaughlin, Kayley O’Connor, 
Marissa Panchery, Nivedha Sundarrajan, 

activity and heart health through 
playing basketball. It is co-sponsored 
by the American Heart Association 
and the American Alliance for Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation and 
Dance. Thank you once again to all 
who contributed toward this great 

cause! 

 

6th Graders Visit McCarter Theater 

The 6th grade class got a taste of the 
arts when they traveled to McCarter 
Theatre on December 12 to see the 
critically acclaimed production of 
Charles Dickens’ classic tale, A 
Christmas Carol. Prior to the trip, 
students had studied various versions 
of the story within their literacy 
classes. Teachers emphasized 
Dickens’  master fu l  character 
development of Ebenezer Scrooge. 
Students noted that in each version of 
the story, Scrooge’s characteristics 
and metamorphosis were the same. 
The children also learned about life in 
Victorian England. Their newly 
acquired knowledge of the time 
period enhanced their experience at 
the theater. Students and teachers 
alike enjoyed seeing the story come 
to life on stage. Capping off the trip 
was the opportunity to meet with 
members of the cast and engage in a 
question and answer session. This 
trip provided the 6th graders with a 
positive experience with classic 

literature and the theater. 
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Winter Wonderland Dance 
The HMS Student Council transformed 
the Middle School into a Winter 
Wonderland on December 9 for a semi-
formal night of music, dancing and good 
spirits. Over 400 students from this 
year’s 8th grade class dressed up for 
the big night out. Photographers from 
Milan Rose were on hand to capture 
special moments throughout the night 
and offered every student a free portrait 
with their friends. Students danced the 
night away under twinkling lights and a 
nearby chocolate fountain. The Winter 
Wonderland Dance is an annual 
tradition at HMS that hopefully left 
lasting memories for this spirited Class 
of 2023. 
 
Sherlock Holmes & the 1st Baker 
Street Irregular 
HMS Drama recently completed 
performances of “Sherlock Holmes & 
the 1st Baker Street Irregular” by Brian 
Guehring based on the characters of Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle. Set in 19th century 
London, the destiny of a young street 
urchin by the name of Wiggins (Erin 
Rawles) cross paths with the legendary 
detective Sherlock Holmes (Alec Ruiter) 
and his faithful friend Dr. Watson 
(Matteus Fontes). Together they help 
one another solve two dangerous 
mysteries and forge a lasting friendship. 
Congratulations to all of the actors, 
chorus ensemble, and stage crew for a 
great show under the direction of Mrs. 

Tracey Baker and Mrs. Nina Presuto. 
 
Sounds of the Season 
The HMS Orchestra took to the stage 
earlier this month for their winter 
concert under the direction of Mr. 
Joseph Gall. The orchestra students 
were followed later in the month by the 
HMS Choir & Chorale who performed 

under the direction of Mrs. Barbara 
Szabo. Finally, the HMS Symphonic 
and Concert Bands along with the 
advanced Wind Ensemble performed 
their concert under the direction of 
Mrs. Ciji Coates and Mrs. Nancy 
Ciacciarelli on December 20. 



Thanksgiving came to HHS in the final 
week of November this year with a 
special demonstration of appreciation 
coordinated by two high school seniors 
who wanted to take a moment to thank 
the HHS custodians who do so much 
around the building to take care of our 
students and provide them with a clean 
and welcoming learning environment. 
Nicole Fortunato and Tara Dunigan 
made arrangements with the principal to 
have the student body sign an 
appreciation banner, which they added 
to the decorations that they hung in the 
custodial office. They also provided the 
custodial staff with lunch, beverages, 
and treats to show the students’ 
gratitude for our beloved custodians’ 

hard work.   

 

High school social studies teacher Bob 
Fenster was the recipient of the William 
Reese Fellowship at the Crystal Bridges 
Museum of American Art. He spent four 
weeks at the museum in Bentonville, 
Arkansas, this past summer developing 
his multidisciplinary project called 
American Painting, Poetry, "Progress," 
and Prose of the 19th Century. It 
curates teaching materials on the nexus 
between the Hudson River School of 
landscape art, the Knickerbocker Group 
and Transcendentalist School of writers, 
and westward expansion. The project 

can be viewed online. 

 

On Wednesday, November 20, Mrs. 
Dana Richens’ Statistics CP seniors 
gathered for a "Statsgiving" lunch. This 
is a new semester math elective 
offered to seniors. Pictured L-R 
clockwise: Matthew Palmer, Alfredo 
Gonzalez, Michael Wyan, Justin 
Zinger, Justin Dominique, Sena 
Atadja, Zachary Stept, James Fells. 
Their teacher reports that, as a class, 
they work very well together in groups 
to analyze data and make conclusions. 
One conclusion that is easy to draw is 
that this class has something special 

going on in Stats CP every day! 

The HHS Debate team won best large 
delegation at the Empire Model United 
Nations Conference in November. 
Nine students won individual awards, 
including sophomore Adam Gottlieb 
and juniors Alicia Liu and Yash Parikh 
who were named best delegates in 
their committees. Seniors Teresa 
Buzzoni and Zachary Volpe won 2nd 
place awards. The team's next 

competition will be on the international 

stage in Mexico City in March. 

 

The HHS Choral Department, under 
the preparatory direction of Ms. 
Julianna LoBiondo, sent 48 students to 
perform at Carnegie Hal l  on  
November 30, in "Christmas with Tim 
Janis and Special Guests." Students 
performed in one of the world’s most 
iconic performance spaces with 
celebrity guests including Adam 
Jacobs (Aladdin on Broadway), Abigail 
Spencer, Nathan Pacheco, Alex Boye, 
Paul Greene (Hallmark movie "A 

Christmas Detour"), and more!  

In additional choral news, a record 21 
students were chosen for Region 
Choi rs  f rom HHS th is  year!  
Congratulations to Evan Centofanti 
(11), Lauren Cesta (11), Matthew 
Conlon (11), Shaan Desai (10), Owen 
Gavigan (10), Sydney Goldstein (11), 
Abigail Griffin (10), Zoe Hack (11), 
Margaret Johnson (10), Lyra Koncsol 
(11), Elizabeth LeBoeuf (9), Rebecca 
Letts (12), Brandon Luckenbaugh (11), 
Abigai l  MacVicar (9),  Natal ie 
Machavariani (10), Max Miller (10), 
Erin Mooney (12), Megha Sawhney 
(12), Sabrina Schubert (10, who also 
earned the highest score for Soprano 
1's!), Caitlin Schwarz (10), Sruti 

Yanamandra (12). 

(Continued on page 11) 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 

Hillsborough Happenings Page 10 Hillsborough Happenings 

http://www.reesefellowship2018.wordpress.com


Page 11 Hillsborough Happenings 

Asst. Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes & Mr. Roberto Lugo (cont.) 

contexts for students that include: 
social and cultural situations, 
storytelling, music, games, rituals, 
drama, and celebrations. Students 
receive authentic activities that provide 
the ability to utilize their knowledge of 
the target language in new ways. 
Furthermore, the teacher places an 
emphasis on different modes of 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n — i n t e r p r e t i v e 
(demonstrate understanding of spoken 
and written communication within the 
appropr ia te  cu l tural  contex t) , 
interpersonal (engage in direct oral 
and/or written communication with 
others), and presentational (present, 
t h ro ugh  o ra l  an d / o r  w r i t t e n 
communications, information, concepts 

and ideas to an audience of listeners 
or readers with whom there is no 
immediate interaction). The language 
instructor also surrounds the student 
with comprehensible language in 
order to facilitate the acquisition of 

the new language. 

 

In this manner, our world language 
instructors create an environment that 
is respectful, fun, and, ultimately, 

rewarding for the student. 
 

Works Cited: 

Curtain, Helena Anderson., and Carol 
Ann. Dahlberg. Languages and 
Children, Making the Match: New 
Languages for Young Learners, 

Grades K-8. Pearson, 2010. 

Making a Difference 
Once again, Sunnymead School's Annual 
Craft Night was a huge success thanks to Ms. 
Petty who organized the event! Over $1,700 
was raised. The money went to our 
benevolent fund. From there, donations were 
made to our families who needed a little boost 
to make the holiday season a little brighter. 
We had 33 current staff members donate two 
hours of their time in addition to the money 
they spent buying the supplies for the 
students to make two crafts and get tattoos as 
part of their $5 ticket donation. In addition, we 
had two retired teachers, two teachers from 
another building, and three former students 
also help out for this worthy cause! This year, 
families even had the option to get their 
picture taken with Santa for an additional 
donation. The generosity of the staff and 

families of Sunnymead School is what the 
holiday season is all about! 
 
To continue the gift of giving, our 
Sunnymead 4th grade students had the 
opportunity to get involved in a community 
service project. Mrs. DeVincentz, a 4th 
grade teacher, has been working with the 
Agape House for more than 23 years. The 
Agape House is located in Somerville and 
offers its families shelter, food, clothing, 
but most important of all, they offer hope. 
There were 30 children in need this year.  
Our 4th grade students “adopted” a boy or 
girl and made their wishes come true. 
Each student, with the support of their 
parents, purchased a gift and wrapped 
them in class. We received and wrapped 
over 80 gifts! The Agape van pulled up 
and like elves, the students proudly carried 

the gifts out to the van. It was so 
wonderful to watch the students’ faces as 
the van filled up with presents. Our 
students loved the experience of helping 
others! Each year, the director of the 
Agape House is amazed by the 
overwhelming kindness from Sunnymead 
students. The 4th grade teachers were 
moved by the support and generosity of 
their students. Mrs. DeVincentz, Ms. 
Chedid, Ms. Petrozzo, Ms. Klink, and  
Mrs. Levinski truly appreciate their 
students’ efforts in helping meet the 
needs of so many families in our area. 
The students will never forget what it 
feels like to have made a difference in 
someone’s life.       
 
Happy Holidays to all of our students and 
families! 

Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins (cont.) 

Children, that children learn new 
languages best when “learners are active 
constructors of meaning and users of 
language, rather than passive receivers of 
vocabulary and information.” The age-old 
adage “we learn by doing” comes to mind 
and is not limited to few disciplines. In 
order to learn the language, students 
must use it! That, then, is part of the goal 
of the World Language classes in 
Hillsborough—to give students the venue 
and opportunity to communicate in the 

target language.     

 

Providing a venue is only one part of what 
must occur in offering a meaningful world 
language classroom. The teacher, as 
guide, must also create communicative 

The 2018 gymnastics team, under Head 
Coach Elizabeth Murrin, finished off 
another record-breaking season in 
November. They repeated as Somerset 
County, Skyland Conference, and 
Central II Sectional Champions in 2018 
and stretched their dual meet winning 
record to 47-0 over the last five 

years. Junior Sam Ringel led the team, 
earning a share of the school record 
on beam with a 9.825 performance on 

October 19 and went on to win her 
third straight Central II All-Around 

crown.  

 

With such an outstanding end to 
2018, the future looks promising for 
2019 at HHS.  Happy New Year from 

the HHS family to yours! 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert (cont.) 
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
Jan. 2—Schools Reopen 
Jan. 7, 2019—Board of Education Meeting* 
Jan. 16—District Orchestra Festival 
Jan. 21—All Schools Open (Snow Day Make-Up) 
Jan. 23—District Choral Festival 
Jan. 30—End of Marking Period #2 
Feb. 18—All Schools Closed 
*Additional Board of Education meetings for the 18-19 school year  
will be scheduled at this organizational meeting. Dates will be posted to www.htps.us.  
 
 Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us, for additional events and details.  

 

 

Life Skills—Mrs. Minda Maggio, District Coordinator 

donations were delivered to SHIP in 
Somerville where they will be 
distributed to families in Somerset 
county. Our Hillsborough families 
were very generous and we collected 
over 150 bags of food/personal 
items!   

 

Poster Contest  

Many students and some adults 
participated in this year’s poster 
contest! Anyone who wanted to 
participate was instructed to create a 
poster with a strong drug-free 
message based on this year’s theme 
“Life is Your Journey, Travel Drug 
Free!”.  Here are the winners: 

 

Grand Prize Winner - Elementary: 
Akshaya Sureshkumar 

Grand Prize Winner - Intermediate 
School: Anishika Singh 

Grand Prize Winner - Middle 
School: Corey Bessaparis 

Grand Prize Winner - High School: 
Diya Patel 

Grand Prize Winner - Adult: Parul 
Dave 

There were 12 Runners Up:  Lara 
Dave, Layla Graham, Saharsh 
Santhosh, Savannah Juzwa, 
Micaela Pisapia, Ruthvik Gondesi, 
Sanjana Shiva-Shankar, Mahek 
Khan, Kiara Jones, Eshaan 
Delenath, Akash Sureswhkumar 
and Steven Graham. 

 

Congratulations to all the winners 
and thank you to all who submitted 
a poster! All poster contest entries 
were judged by the Hillsborough/
Millstone Municipal Alliance and all 
entries are now hanging in the 
Hillsborough Municipal Building on 
the brick wall near the Police 
Department. Stop by and see all the 
drug-free messages created by our 
students and parents! 

 

 

Red Ribbon Week is the oldest and 
largest drug prevention campaign in the 
country. Our Hillsborough Community 
celebrates Red Ribbon Week in October 
each year and we have been celebrating 
for over 25 years!  

 

Red Ribbon Week serves as a vehicle 
for our community to take a stand for the 
hopes and dreams of our children 
through a commitment to drug 
prevention, education and a personal 
commitment to live drug free lives. 

 

Red Ribbon Week activities take place 
from kindergarten through high school 
and also include parent workshops and 
community events. Some of this year’s 
activities included decorating the schools 
with drug-free messages, trivia contests 
and assembly programs. We also held a 
canned food drive and a poster contest.   

 

“I Can, You Can, We Can Be Drug-
Free - Canned Food Drive” 

As part of Red Ribbon Week, canned 
food and personal items were collected 
from all the schools in the district. These 

http://www.htps.us
http://www.htps.us/
http://www.htps.us/
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

